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Data Protection  

The Pharmaceutical Society NI is a data controller registered with the Information 

Commissioner’s Office. We will make use of personal data provided to support our 

work as the regulatory body for Pharmacists, student pharmacists (pre-registration 

trainees) and registered Pharmacy Premises in Northern Ireland and for our work as 

the professional leadership body for Pharmacists in Northern Ireland. We will 

process your personal data for purposes including updating the register, 

administering and maintaining registration, processing complaints, monitoring fitness 

to practise, CPD monitoring and compiling statistics. 

 

All personal and sensitive data is processed under General Data Protection 

Regulation (GDPR) Article 6 (c) (d) (e) (f). 

 

Registrants: 

 

We are required under the Pharmacy (Northern Ireland) Order 1976, as amended, to 

maintain and publish a Register of Pharmaceutical Chemists in Northern Ireland who 

are appropriately qualified and fit to practise. To do this, we collect the following 

information for the purposes of registration and retention: 

 

 contact details 

 details of your qualifications, training and experience 

 employer information 

 copies of documents to prove your identity 

 payment information 

 information about issues that may affect your fitness to practise. This may 

include information about your health or criminal cautions or convictions. If 

you make a fitness to practise declaration, we may ask relevant other people 

or organisations for information to help us assess your application. 

 

These details are held securely in paper and digital form. 

 

By completing the registration form and confirming your details in the retention 

process, you agree to the Pharmaceutical Society NI holding and processing these 

details under the GDPR regulations.  

 

Declarations of health or character primarily will be processed by the Registrar and 

Legal Officer and, in some instances, the Registration Coordinator. This information 

can be used in conjunction with Fitness to Practise processes and can, where 

appropriate, be shared with relevant governing bodies. These are stored securely, in 

paper and digital form, separately from general registration data.   
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The Pharmaceutical Society NI will not share your personal data on a commercial 

basis with any third party. We may, however, share your data with third parties to 

meet our statutory aims, objectives, powers and responsibilities under the Pharmacy 

(Northern Ireland) Order 1976, the regulations made under the Order and other 

legislation. This includes making publicly available information prescient to the public 

register and information relating to a registrant’s fitness to practise or any hearings 

into a registrant’s fitness to practise. The publication of such information is described 

in our Disclosure and Publication Policy. 

 

We may pass information to organisations with a legitimate interest including other 

regulatory and enforcement authorities, Health and Social Care Board, employers 

and the DoH. 

 

In some circumstances, the Pharmaceutical Society NI may use the European 

Commission’s Internal Market Information System (IMI) to share your personal data 

with relevant competent authorities in other European member states. This would 

usually be where we need to clarify information you have provided against records 

held by other authorities. You have the right to request a copy of any records held on 

you in the IMI and to have your data corrected. For contact details and other 

information about IMI, see the IMI website. 

 

Employment data can also be used to develop regulatory activities and services in 

relation to the workforce. This information, as a statistic, may be made publicly 

available. 

 

Pre-registration trainees (students): 

 

As required under the Pharmacy (Northern Ireland) order 1976 as amended, we 

register and maintain a publicly accessible Student Register. To do this, we collect 

the following information for the purposes of registration: 

 

 contact details 

 details of your qualifications, training and experience 

 employer information 

 copies of documents to prove your identity 

 information relating to your progress within the Pre-registration Programme. 

 payment information 

 information about issues that may affect your fitness to practise. This may 

include information about your health or criminal cautions or convictions. If 

you make a fitness to practise declaration, we may ask relevant other people 

or organisations for information to help us assess your application. 
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These details are held securely in paper and digital form. 

 

By completing the registration form, you agree to the Pharmaceutical Society NI 

holding and processing these details under the GDPR regulations.  

 

The Pharmaceutical Society NI will not share your personal data on a commercial 

basis with any third party. We may, however, share your data with third parties to 

meet our statutory aims, objectives, powers and responsibilities under the Pharmacy 

(Northern Ireland) Order 1976, the regulations made under the Order and other 

legislation. This includes making publicly available information prescient to the public 

register. The publication of such information is described in our Disclosure and 

Publication Policy. 

 

 We may pass information to organisations with a legitimate interest including other 

regulatory and enforcement authorities, Health and Social Care Board, employers 

and the DoH. 

 

Pre-registration Tutors and CPD Assessors: 

 

We collect and maintain contact details and assessment of performance information 

for the purpose of administering the Pre-Registration Training programme and the 

CPD Assessment process. The information maintained is used to keep in touch with 

you, to run our quality assurance programmes and to monitor the quality of the 

services provided.  

 

In addition for those involved in the Pre-Registration Training programme, we also 

keep records when you sign off the competence of individual pre-registration 

trainees. These are held as part of the trainee’s records and used in assessing their 

application to register. 

 

 

Fitness to Practise Panel Members and Associates: 

 

We collect and maintain contact details, financial records and assessment of 

performance information for the purpose of administering the Fitness to Practise 

process. 

 

 The information maintained is used to keep in touch with you, to run our quality 

assurance programmes and to monitor the quality of the services provided. 
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General Information: 

 

In addition Registrant and Pre-Registration Trainee Information may be used by the 

Registrar, the Head of Public Affairs and Policy Advisor for communication activities 

to provide up to date information on regulatory activities and by the Pharmacy Forum 

for the purpose of communications in relation to professional leadership activities. 

This can be sent by postal mail or email and, under GDPR regulations, are sent 

under legitimate interests. 

 

The Pharmacy Forum NI may also use your data to send periodic communications to 

raise awareness and seek financial support for the charitable work and activities of 

the Pharmacists’ Advice and Support Service (PASS). 

 

 

Your financial data is processed by the Business Manager and Finance Assistant.  

All data is securely stored in both paper and digital form and securely destroyed after 

7 years in line with GDPR regulations. 

 

If you raise a concern or make a complaint either against a pharmacist, a pharmacy 

premises or the Pharmaceutical Society NI, any personal data collected will be used 

to investigate the matter raised. We will endeavour to ask for your consent before 

sharing your details with the registrant or others but, in certain cases, we may 

consider it necessary to share relevant information without consent. We would only 

do this in circumstances where there is a real or imminent risk to public safety or in 

cases where the public interest would be best served by immediate action.   

 

Correspondence, including electronic correspondence and responses to 

consultations, will be maintained and only used for the purpose provided but in any 

case will be disposed of in line with our Disclosure and Destruction Policy. Should 

you wish your information to be treated any differently, please indicate with your 

reasons at the time of providing information. 

 

Information provided for the purposes of applying for employment or other 

associated posts will be held for the purpose of processing the application, 

assessing suitability and administering employment or appointment. This information 

will be used for normal monitoring processes and will be retained and destroyed in 

line with our published policy. 

 

You are entitled to see the information we hold about you. If you wish to see this 

information, please send your request in writing to:  



 
Privacy Statement May 2018 Page 5 
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Data Protection Officer  

Pharmaceutical Society NI  

73 University Street 

 Belfast  

BT7 1HL 

 

You should detail the information you wish to see. You may also make a verbal 

request which will be recorded by a member of our staff and treated as a written 

request. Please note that, before information is provided, you may be asked to 

provide proof of identity. We are required to respond within 30 days. 

 

You are also entitled to object to the processing of your personal data in some 

circumstances. If you wish to make an objection, please do so to the Data Protection 

Officer at the address above stating your reasons and the remedy you wish to 

receive. 

 

 


