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CLOSED BOOK EXAMINATION  
 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
 
Candidates are requested to read the following instructions carefully before beginning the 
examination. 
 
Answering questions  
 
The examination consists of 60 questions, and candidates should attempt all questions.  The 
format of the questions is the same throughout, each question consisting of a statement 
followed by four stems which may be True (T) or False (F).   
 
Marking System  
 
·  There is no negative marking. 
·  Each stem carries equal marks 
·  The pass mark for the paper is 70% 
 
Multiple Choice Answer Sheet  
 
 
·  You MUST enter all your answers onto the Multiple Choice Answer Sheet provided. 
·  Only answers entered on this sheet will be marked.   You may use the original paper 

also to record your answers if you wish, but this will not be marked. 
·  It is important that you complete the answer sheet using HB pencil. 
·  If you make a mistake you must erase the original answer and replace with your new 

answer using HB pencil. 
 
 
Both the Multiple Choice Answer Sheet and the origi nal paper must be handed in at 
the end of the examination. 
 
Please write your examination number on each page o f the paper and the Multiple 
Choice Answer Sheet. 
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Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland 
 

Closed Book Examination 
 

 

1 Elderly patients are at increased risk of falls. On completing a 
medication review for a patient suffering recurrent  falls, the 
following medicines may be implicated: 

  

[a]  Fluoxetine 20mg daily T F 

[b] Bendroflumethiazide 2.5mg daily T F 

[c] Nitrazepam 5mg nocte T F 

[d] Aspirin EC 75mg mane T F 

 

2 Regarding lipid lowering therapy:   

[a]  Statins are more effective than other lipid lowering drugs at lowering low 
density lipoprotein (LDL) cholesterol 

T F 

[b] NICE recommend using simvastatin 40mg per day as first line therapy T F 

[c] Statins and fibrates should not routinely be prescribed together T F 

[d] Adding ezetimibe to a statin does not increase the risk of 
rhabdomyolysis 

T F 

 

 

3 Considering controlled drugs:   

[a]  Pharmacists can now make minor alterations to these prescriptions T F 

[b] Schedule 3 controlled drugs are appropriate for Repeat Dispensing T F 

[c] Maximum duration on a CD prescription should be 56 days T F 

[d] The recommended maximum dose of MST Continus® tablets for an adult 
patient is 500mg bd 

T F 

 

 

4 Considering non steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs  (NSAIDS):   

[a]  Significant risk of adverse cardiovascular effects is greater with 
naproxen than diclofenac 

T F 

[b] Low dose ibuprofen (400mg tds) is considered first choice in adults T F 

[c] For all NSAIDS co-prescription of a proton pump inhibitor is 
recommended 

T F 

[d] Piroxicam should only be initiated by a specialist when used at higher 
doses 

T F 
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5 Considering prescriptions for methotrexate in Nor thern Ireland:   

[a]  Patients should be advised to report any unexpected rash or unusual 
bruising 

T F 

[b] The 10mg tablets should not be prescribed T F 

[c] The dose should be prescribed once a week usually on a Monday T F 

[d] Patients should be monitored every six months T F 

 

6 Regarding selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors  (SSRIs):   

[a]  SSRIs should be used with caution in patients with epilepsy T F 

[b] Concomitant use with an NSAID increases the risk of an upper gastro-
intestinal bleed 

T F 

[c] SSRIs have more pronounced anti muscarinic side effects than tricyclic 
antidepressants 

T F 

[d] Drug induced hypokalaemia should be considered in all patients who 
present with drowsiness/confusion or convulsions whilst on anti-
depressants 

T F 

 
 
7 Regarding advice to the public:   

[a]  The public can report adverse drug reactions via the yellow card scheme T F 

[b] A Body Mass Index (BMI) of 25 kg/m2 is considered to be clinically obese T F 

[c] Mebendazole 100mg is a suitable treatment choice for threadworm in a 
one year old child 

T F 

[d] The recommended weekly alcohol allowance is 21 units for females T F 

 

 

8 Regarding treatment of diabetes:   

[a]  In diabetics over 40 years of age it is recommended that statin therapy 
should be considered regardless of cholesterol levels 
 

T F 

[b] A type 2 diabetic, not on insulin, should carry out blood glucose testing 
daily 
 

T F 

[c] Rosiglitazone is contra-indicated in those with a history of heart failure 
 

T F 

[d] Beta-adrenoceptor blockers can mask the warning signs of 
hypoglycaemia 

T F 

 

 

9 Regarding generic prescribing:   

[a]  The BNF recommends that all modified release preparations should be 
prescribed by brand 

T F 

[b] All inhalers should be prescribed generically T F 

[c] Oral ciclosporin should be prescribed generically as there is no 
difference in bioavailability 

T F 

[d] All controlled drugs should be prescribed generically T F 
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10 Regarding varenicline:    

[a]  Patients with a history of psychiatric illness should be monitored closely 
on commencement of varenicline 

T F 

[b] Smoking cessation rates up to 12 months are superior with varenicline 
compared to nicotine replacement therapy and bupropion 

T F 

[c] It is more expensive than other medicines options for smoking cessation T F 

[d] It has less reported side effects than nicotine replacement therapy T F 

 

11 Regarding the new Human Papilloma Vaccine (HPV):    

[a]  Currently all girls between the ages of 12 and 20 years are offered this 
vaccine 

T F 

[b] Gardasil® is the only vaccine currently available on the NHS T F 

[c] A total of four doses are required to complete the vaccination schedule T F 

[d] Cervical screening will not be necessary for girls who have received the 
HPV vaccine 

T F 

 

 

12 With a recent outbreak of Clostridium Difficile consider the 
following advice to the public: 

  

[a]  It commonly occurs in patients who have been in hospital or recently 
received a course of antibiotics 

T F 

[b] Patients can present with frequent diarrhoea T F 

[c] Current antibiotics should be continued T F 

[d] It is not associated with an increase in body temperature T F 

 

 

13 Considering patients with asthma:   

[a]  Patients should receive an annual review with their GP T F 

[b] Long acting inhaled beta 2 agonists should only be initiated in patients 
already on inhaled corticosteroids 

T F 

[c] Most inhaled steroids should be initiated once daily T F 

[d] Only patients with severe asthma should have a self management plan T F 

 

 

14 Regarding the transition from non-CFC to CFC fre e inhaled 
corticosteroid inhalers: 

  

[a]  Qvar® and Clenil Modulite® do not have the same potency per metered 
dose 
 

T F 

[b] Patients should be advised they should not experience any difference 
when switching to the new inhaler 

T F 

[c] All available products are licensed for use in children T F 

[d] Breath-activated devices are considered superior to metered dose 
inhalers 

T F 
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15 In relation to the Northern Ireland System for u ndertaking and 
recording Continuing Professional Development (CPD) : 

  

[a]  Unscheduled learning cannot form part of a pharmacist’s documentation T F 

[b] Pharmacists may submit their portfolio online or in paper-based format T F 

[c] The action stage of a CPD record should contain a summary of what 
was learned 

T F 

[d] In the evaluation stage of a CPD record, pharmacists must indicate how 
their learning was applied or used in their practice 

T F 

 

 

16 On presenting amoxicillin oral solution to the p arent of a 2 year old, 
which of the following advice is appropriate: 

  

[a]  Shake well before each dose T F 

[b] The antibiotic is suitable for a child who is penicillin allergic T F 

[c] Must  be taken on an empty stomach T F 

[d] The child should avoid dairy products while taking amoxicillin T F 

 

 

17 When considering constipation:   

[a]  A patient who does not have at least one bowel movement per day is 
considered constipated 

T F 

[b] Lactulose is the first line of treatment for all patients T F 

[c] Pregnant women should generally try a bulk forming laxative first, if 
dietary changes have not worked 

T F 

[d] Laxative abuse may lead to hyperkalaemia T F 

 

 

18 Controlled drugs:   

[a]  That  are out of date in a GP’s emergency bag should be destroyed and 
entered in the GP’s controlled drug book 

T F 

[b] That  belong to a now deceased patient should be returned to the 
pharmacy 

T F 

[c] From a deceased patient may be destroyed by the pharmacist T F 

[d] That  are out of date in your CD cupboard may be destroyed by the 
pharmacist and the details recorded 

T F 

 

19 A patient presents to your pharmacy and is obvio usly short of 
breath. He requests a salbutamol inhaler. He is not  a regular client 
and is here on holiday: 

  

[a]  Before making an emergency supply, you should interview the patient T F 

[b] You must include the words ‘emergency supply’ on the label T F 

[c] You should supply two inhalers, to last for his month long holiday T F 

[d] The patient must make arrangements to ensure that you receive a 
prescription 

T F 
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20 Suspected adverse drug reactions can be reported  using the yellow 
card scheme: 

  

[a]  A report should be made for a patient who attends Accident and 
Emergency following collapse due to drug induced postural hypotension 
after commencing bendroflumethiazide 

T F 

[b] They should only be reported if life threatening T F 

[c] A report should be made for a patient who reports a dry mouth following 
commencement with co-beneldopa 

T F 

[d] They should only be reported if full details are available T F 

 

 

21 Recently orlistat 60mg has been reclassified fro m prescription-only 
to pharmacy medicine status and is now available fo r sale over the 
counter. Consider the following statements in relat ion to over the 
counter orlistat: 

  

[a]  Supply of orlistat over the counter to those with a BMI of less than 
28kg/m2 is outside the terms of the marketing authorisation 

T F 

[b] Over the counter orlistat is contraindicated in people on warfarin T F 

[c] Each dose should be taken two hours after food T F 

[d] No more than three 60mg capsules should be taken in 24 hours T F 

 

 

22 Regarding over the counter painkillers containin g codeine or 
dihydrocodeine: 

  

[a]  All advertisements will carry the statement: ‘Can cause addiction. For 
three days use only’ 

T F 

[b] Packs of up to 56 tablets may be sold to the public as a P medicine T F 

[c] May be recommended for the treatment of sore throats T F 

[d] May cause constipation T F 

 

 

23 Considering congestive heart failure (CHF):   

[a]  A patient with CHF will only experience symptoms on effort T F 

[b] Dyspnoea is common T F 

[c] Cold extremities can be problematic T F 

[d] Lying down with the feet elevated can relieve orthopnoea T F 
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24 An 70 year old patient asks your advise about ho w to manage the 
symptoms of a heavy cold she has had for three days . She is a 
regular patient and you know she is hypertensive an d diabetic: 

  

[a]  Benylin Day and Night tablets would be an appropriate recommendation. 
Each night tablet contains paracetamol 500mg and diphenhydramine 
hydrochloride 25mg. Each day tablet contains paracetamol 500mg and 
pseudoephredrine 60mg 

T F 

[b] Simple Linctus S/F could be supplied via the Minor Ailments Scheme T F 

[c] Simple measures like steam inhalation and rest can be recommended T F 

[d] You should explain that it is likely to be self limiting and to see her GP if 
it persists for longer than two weeks 

T F 

 

 

25 Considering cystitis. The management of cystitis  OTC would be 
appropriate for the following patients: 

  

[a]  A middle aged woman with burning on urination and increased 
frequency who is a known hypertensive 

T F 

[b] A 12 year old girl with typical cystitis symptoms T F 

[c] A 35 year old woman who complains of suffering from cystitis every few 
weeks 

T F 

[d] A 24 year old man who has had similar symptoms 10 months ago T F 

 

 

26 It is important that pharmacists understand the principles of the 
Data Protection Act 1998. Consider the following st atements:  

  

[a]  All organisations that store people’s personal details such as customer 
or employee records must comply with the act 

T F 

[b] The Data Protection Act requires that appropriate security measures are 
in place to safeguard against accidental loss or destruction of, or 
damage to, personal data 

T F 

[c] The Data Protection Act 1998  covers the records living patients  T F 

[d] Only computerised records are currently regulated by the Act T F 

 

 

27 Consider the following statements in relation to  clinical audit:   

[a]  Clinical audits offer pharmacists the opportunity to demonstrate the 
principles of Clinical Governance in their working environment 

T F 

[b] The first step involves setting criteria and agreeing standards; at this 
stage national and local guidelines may need to be taken into account 

T F 

[c] Analysing audit data (comparing results) always requires a high degree 
of expertise in statistics 

T F 

[d] Making changes to working practices can be difficult. Involving the 
relevant people in the audit from the outset can make implementing any 
changes easier 

T F 
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28 Complementary medicines and nutritional suppleme nts have 
become increasingly popular over the past few years . Consider the 
following statements: 

  

[a]  Arnica 6c is more potent than Arnica 30c because it has been diluted to 
a lesser extent 

T F 

[b] St John’s wort can be safely recommended to an asthmatic patient who 
takes Nuelin SA 175mg (theophylline) bd 

T F 

[c] Cranberry juice may enhance the anticoagulant effect of warfarin T F 

[d] The absorption of oral iron increased by calcium salts T F 

 

 

29 Considering thyroid disease:   

[a]  Tiredness, lethargy and cold intolerance may be symptoms of 
hypothyroidism 

T F 

[b] A rash occurring in patient treated with carbimazole requires 
discontinuation of therapy 

T F 

[c] A sore throat in a patient treated with carbimazole requires further 
investigation 

T F 

[d] Levothyroxine should be given in divided doses due to a short half life T F 

 

 

30 The incidence of both type 1 and type 2 diabetes  is increasing on a 
worldwide scale. Consider the following statements in relation to 
diabetes: 

  

[a]  Insulin is usually injected into the upper arms, thighs, buttocks or 
abdomen; it is usually given by the subcutaneous route 

T F 

[b] Diabetic patients, treated with insulin, should ensure that a supply of 
sugar is always available in the vehicle when driving 

T F 

[c] Glibenclamide is a long acting sulphonylurea whereas gliclazide is a 
shorter acting alternative 

T F 

[d] Metformin is a suitable first line choice of oral antidiabetic medication in 
overweight patients 

T F 

 
 
31 In relation to asthma:   

[a]  Side-effects of beta 2 agonists include a fine tremor (especially in the 
hands), headache and muscle cramps 

T F 

[b] Using a beclometasone metered dose inhaler at a dose of 100 
micrograms twice daily would be classed as a ‘standard-dose’ inhaled 
corticosteroid rather than ‘high-dose’ 

T F 

[c] The plasma theophylline concentration is increased in smokers 
compared to non-smokers 

T F 

[d] Spacer devices should be replaced every 6-12 months T F 
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32 Regarding the use of topical corticosteroid prep arations:   

[a]  Dermovate® (clobetasol propionate 0.05%) is an example of a very 
potent topical corticosteroid 

T F 

[b] They are considered to be a suitable treatment option for rosacea but 
not for acne vulgaris 

T F 

[c] The usual directions would be to apply thinly three times a day to the 
affected area 

T F 

[d] Patients should be advised to apply their emollient immediately before a 
topical corticosteroid 

T F 

 

 

33 In relation to contraceptives and hormone replac ement therapy 
(HRT): 

  

[a]  Recent evidence suggests that HRT prevents coronary heart disease T F 

[b] In a 19 year old girl requiring emergency hormonal contraception, 
metoclopromide would be a suitable antiemetic 

T F 

[c] With combined hormonal contraceptives, a missed pill is one that is 24 
or more hours late 

T F 

[d] Canestan® pessaries may damage latex condoms and diaphragms T F 

 
 
34 The symptoms of the common cold are well known. Consider the 

following statements that relate to the common cold : 
  

[a]  Otitis media can commonly present in children following a common cold; 
this is because the virus spreads to the middle ear via the Eustachian 
tube. 

T F 

[b] Topical sympathomimetics should not be used for longer than seven 
days because rhinitis medicamentosa (rebound congestion) can occur 

T F 

[c] The maximum amount of pseudoephedrine that can be sold to a 
customer in a single transaction is 600mg 

T F 

[d] Saline nasal drops can help with congestion in babies; they are suitable 
from birth onwards 

T F 

 
 
35 Regarding antihistamines:   

[a]  Chlorphenamine and promethazine should be avoided in patients with 
glaucoma due to significant antimuscarinic activity 

T F 

[b] Cetirizine and loratadine are sedating antihistamines T F 

[c] Nasal decongestants are safe for long term use T F 

[d] Pseudoephedrine can be safely given to a patient on phenelzine T F 
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36 Migraines can initially present in adolescence o r young adulthood. 
Consider the following statements in relation to mi graines: 

  

[a]  Patients often describe a migraine as a ‘tightness’ or ‘weight pressing 
down on their head’ 

T F 

[b]  ‘Aura’ is present in the majority of migraines T F 

[c] For adults, the dose of Migraleve tablets is a maximum of 2 Migraleve 
Pink and 6 Migraleve Yellow in 24 hours 

T F 

[d]  When taking Imigran Recovery® (sumatriptan), a second tablet can be 
taken after two hours if the symptoms start to come back. However, if 
the first tablet does not provide any relief a second tablet should not be 
taken 

T F 

 
 
37 Athlete’s foot:   

[a]  Commonly presents in the toe webs T F 

[b] Is caused by Candida albicans  T F 

[c] Is most prevalent in older people T F 

[d] Can be treated with Lamisal Once® (terbinafine). Regardless of whether 
the infection is only evident on one foot, it is recommended that the 
preparation is applied to both feet 

T F 

 

 

38 Regarding emergency first aid:   

[a]  In performing cardiopulmonary resuscitation on an adult the correct 
number of chest compressions is 30 followed by 2 rescue breaths 

T F 

[b] In performing cardiopulmonary resuscitation the correct chest 
compression rate is 120 compressions per minute 

T F 

[c] A patient who has been bitten by a dog and the bite has penetrated the 
skin should be advised to seek medical advice 

T F 

[d] A patient with partial thickness burns can be advised to burst any blisters 
that appear 

T F 

 
 
39 Head lice rates are increasing and seem to be mo re prevalent in 

children, especially girls. Consider the following:  
  

[a]  Itching is caused by an allergic reaction to the saliva of the lice T F 

[b] Hedrin® (dimeticone) has a different mechanism of action than the 
traditional insecticides; it is thought to be less likely to cause resistance 

T F 

[c] The BNF considers that head lice shampoos should not be offered as a 
treatment option as they are diluted too much in use  to be effective 

T F 

[d] Current recommendations would be to use a single application of a 
suitable product which can be repeated fourteen days later if live lice are 
still evident 

T F 
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40 In relation to products that have recently been deregulated from 
POM to P status: 

  

[a]  A maximum of five Strefen® (flurbiprofen) lozenges can be used in a day. T F 

[b] The usual treatment period for Curanil® (amorolfine) nail lacquer is 8 
weeks for finger nails and 12 weeks for toe nails 

T F 

[c] Feminax Ultra® (naproxen) is a suitable product choice for a 14 year old 
girl who presents in the pharmacy with symptoms of primary 
dysmenorrhoea 

T F 

[d] Fenistil® Cold Sore Cream (penciclovir) should be applied every 4 hours 
throughout the day for two days 

T F 

 

41 The Government is committed to expanding the ran ge of medicines 
that can be bought over the counter. Consider the f ollowing in 
relation to recently deregulated products: 

  

[a]  Zanprol® (omeprazole) would not be the most appropriate treatment 
option for someone wanting immediate relief from heartburn 

T F 

[b] Brochlor ® (chloramphenicol) ointment is licensed to be used alone or in 
combination with chloramphenicol 0.5% eye drops 

T F 

[c] Voltarol Pain-eze ® tablets (diclofenac 12.5mg) are licensed for adults 
and children aged 14 and over. No more than 6 tablets (75mg) should 
be taken in any 24 hour period. 

T F 

[d] Buccastem M®  (prochlorperazine) is a suitable over the counter 
treatment choice for a 16 year old female who is feeling nauseous due to 
migraine 

T F 

 

 

42 In Northern Ireland, controlled drugs (CDs) are those contained in 
schedules to The Misuse of Drugs Regulations (North ern Ireland) 
2002 and amendments. Consider the following: 

  

[a]  Private prescription for midazolam for human use are NOT valid unless 
they are written on a PCD1 form 

T F 

[b] Provided all other criteria are met pharmacists may supply a prescription 
for MST Continus tablet if the prescription contains a minor 
typographical error 

T F 

[c] A pharmacist is now authorised to add the quantity in words to a 
prescription for a Schedule 2 CD if the quantity is only present in figures 

T F 

[d] A pharmacist is now authorised to add the dose of a medicine to a 
prescription for a Schedule 2 CD providing the prescriber’s intention is 
clear 

T F 

 

43 The recognised side effects experienced by patie nts taking the 
following medicines are: 

  

[a]  A persistent dry cough in patients taking canesartan cilexetil T F 

[b] Hypokalaemia in patients taking perindopril T F 

[c] Headache with glyceryl trinitrate T F 

[d] Disturbances of thyroid function in patients taking amiodarone T F 
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44 In relation to the Pharmaceutical Society of Nor thern Ireland:   

[a]  Statutory Committee inquiries are usually heard in public T F 

[b] All decisions made by the Statutory Committee are sent to the Council 
for Healthcare Regulatory Excellence for consideration 

T F 

[c] The Statutory Committee can impose interim orders or suspensions to 
practitioners where appropriate 

T F 

[d] It is a professional requirement that all registered pharmacists undertake 
a minimum of 35 hours CPD 

T F 

 

45 In relation to Pharmacist Prescribers:   

[a]  Pharmacist Independent Prescribers must complete an additional 10 
hours of continuing professional development above the normal 
requirements  

T F 

[b] Pharmacist Independent  Prescribers can prescribe any licensed 
medicine except controlled drugs 

T F 

[c] Pharmacist Supplementary Prescribers can prescribe some blacklisted 
medicines on a HS21 prescription as part of a Clinical Management Plan 

T F 

[d] Pharmacist Independent Prescribers are not permitted to change the 
therapeutic decisions made a consultant clinician 

T F 

 

 

46 In the case of Schedule 2 controlled drugs the f ollowing entries 
should be made in the controlled drugs register: 

  

[a]  Whether the person who collected the drug was the patient, the patient’s 
representative or a healthcare professional acting on behalf of the 
patient 

T F 

[b] If the person collecting the drug was a healthcare professional acting on 
behalf of the patient, that person’s name and professional registration 
number 

T F 

[c] If the person collecting the drug was the patient or the patient’s 
representative, whether evidence of identity was requested of that 
person; and whether evidence of identity was provided by the person 
collecting the drug 

T F 

[d] The date and time of collection T F 

 

 

47 With regard to warfarin:   

[a]  A major change in diet may affect anticoagulant control T F 

[b] A patient’s International Normalised Ratio (INR) should be measured 
weekly during the first four weeks of treatment following deep vein 
thrombosis 

T F 

[c] Patients on warfarin should be advised to abstain from drinking any 
alcohol 

T F 

[d] In Northern Ireland, warfarin 1mg and warfarin 5mg tablets are 
recommended 

T F 
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48 With regard to corticosteroids:   

[a]  Patients on steroids who have not had chickenpox should be advised to 
contact their doctor if they come into contact with a person suffering from 
chickenpox 

T F 

[b] In children, corticosteroids may result in suppression of growth T F 

[c] A patient who has taken for the first time prednisolone 10mg daily for 
one week must be gradually withdrawn from the prednisoline 

T F 

[d] May cause nightmares especially in high doses T F 

 

 

49 From the 1 st October 2009 the following details will have to be  
recorded in the pharmacy under new legislation rela ting to the 
‘responsible pharmacist’ 

  

[a]  The responsible pharmacist’s name and address T F 

[b] The responsible pharmacist’s registration number T F 

[c] The date and time at which the responsible pharmacist ceased to be the 
responsible pharmacist 

T F 

[d] The date and time at which the responsible pharmacist became the 
responsible pharmacist 

T F 

 

 

50 In relation to the treatment of hypertension:   

[a]  An ACE inhibitor can be used safely to treat hypertension in a pregnant 
patient 

T F 

[b] Response to drug treatment may be effected by the patient’s ethnic 
background 

T F 

[c] Doxazosin is considered second line in a diabetic patient with 
hypertension 

T F 

[d] ACE inhibitors should be used with caution in patients with renal 
impairment 

T F 

 

 

51 Consider the following statements regarding the OTC sale of 
Imigran Recovery (sumatriptan): 

  

[a]  No more than four 50mg tablets may be taken in any 24 hour period or 
to treat the same attack 

T F 

[b] The medicine is contraindicated in patients with epilepsy or a history of 
seizures 

T F 

[c] Six hours should elapse before sumatriptan can be taken following any 
ergotamine containing preparation 

T F 

[d] Transient increases in blood pressure may occur soon after treatment T F 
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52 In relation to children who have uncomplicated c oughs and colds:   

[a]  Paracetamol can be used to relieve pain and lower temperature T F 

[b] Pholcodine containing products are recommended in children  four  
years and older for  dry, tickly coughs 

T F 

[c] Symptoms including tachypnoea, nasal flaring and shortness of breath 
indicate referral to a medical practitioner is appropriate 

T F 

[d] Cough and cold products containing antihistamines can be 
recommended for children ages 2-6 years 

T F 

 

 

53 In relation to adverse drug reactions:   

[a]  Clopidogrel may cause dyspepsia  T F 

[b] Patients treated with rifampicin should be told how to recognise signs of 
liver disorder  

T F 

[c] Oseltamivir may cause bronchspasm T F 

[d] Sodium valproate may cause transient hair loss. Regrowth may be curly T F 

 

 

54 In relation to measles in children, are the foll owing statements true 
or false? 

  

[a]  Measles causes a rash which appears as red, raised spots which 
develop into vesicles 

T F 

[b] Measles is caused  by a virus and is spread by droplet inhalation T F 

[c] Koplik’s spots are small white spots found on the inner cheek and gums 
and are diagnostic for measles 

T F 

[d] Respiratory complications such as otitis media and pneumonia can arise 
from the infection 

T F 

 

55 In relation to drug overdose:   

[a]  A  patient reporting to have taken 20 paracetamol 500mg tablets three 
days earlier should be referred for urgent medical assessment 

T F 

[b] Naloxone injection is the antidote for benzodiazepine overdose T F 

[c] A patient who has taken a paracetamol overdose and who is also on 
phenytoin for epilepsy may develop toxicity at lower paracetamol levels 

T F 

[d] Dilated pupils and respiratory depression are symptoms of opioid 
overdose 

T F 
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56 Considering digoxin:   

[a]  Hyperkalaemia predisposes a patient to digoxin toxicity T F 

[b] Plasma digoxin levels should be monitored at least yearly  T F 

[c] Elderly patients will often require a lower maintenance dose T F 

[d] Nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea, blurred or yellow vision are all possible 
side effects of digoxin toxicity 

T F 

 

 

57 Considering diuretics:   

[a]  Furosemide may cause hyperkalaemia T F 

[b] Bendroflumethiazide doses of 5mg daily are less likely to cause 
biochemical abnormalities than doses of 2.5mg daily 

T F 

[c] A dose of spironolactone 200mg daily is suitable for the treatment of 
heart failure 

T F 

[d] Gynaecomastia is a possible side effect of spironolactone T F 

 

58 Regarding treatment of patients with diabetes me llitus:   

[a]  Diamicron® MR 30mg (gliclazide) daily may be considered to be 
approximately equivalent in therapeutic effect to Diamicron®  80mg 

T F 

[b] Humalog is a short acting insulin analogue T F 

[c] Insulin glargine and insulin detemir are both human insulin analogues with a 
prolonged duration of action 

T F 

[d] Glycosylated haemoglobin HbA1c provides a good indicator of glycaemic 
control over the last four months 

T F 

 

 

59 Considering treatment under the Northern Ireland  Minor Ailment 
Scheme: 

  

[a]  Adults and children over 10 years suffering from diarrhoea may be 
supplied with oral rehydration sachets and/or loperamide 2mg capsules 

T F 

[b] An adult patient with diarrhoea who works  as a cook in a school 
canteen should be supplied with loperamide and referred to their GP 

T F 

[c] A 1 year old child with headlice should be referred to their GP T F 

[d] A 27 year female has previously successfully used fluconazole 150mg 
capsule to treat vaginal thrush. The last episode was more than 1 year 
ago. This lady may be supplied with fluconazole 150mg capsule 

T F 
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60 Considering the new Medicines for Human Use (Pre scribing by EEA 
Practitioners) Regulations 2008 which came into for ce in November 
2008: 

  

[a]  Pharmacists in Northern Ireland can lawfully dispense prescriptions 
issued by EEA  or Swiss doctors or dentists 

T F 

[b] EEA or Swiss prescriptions must be written in English T F 

[c] Pharmacists in Northern Ireland must make all the necessary checks to 
determine that the prescription is valid which may involve checking the 
registration status of the prescriber 

T F 

[d] The changes in these regulations do not extend to schedules 1-3 but do 
extend to schedules 4 and 5 controlled drugs 

T F 

 

 


