
 
 

Celebrating 50 years of Pharmacy Group in Europe 
Meeting MEPs 

 

 
Dr Kate McClelland with Jim Nicholson MEP 

At the UK delegation Poster to celebrate  
50 Years of the PGEU 

 
2009 marks the 50th anniversary of the formation of the Pharmacy Group of the 
European Union. The PGEU speaks on behalf of community pharmacists throughout 
Europe. The anniversary was celebrated by a dinner in Brussels and the launch of a poster 
exhibition within the European Parliament Buildings. 
 
Speaking at the event, head of the UK delegation Dr Kate McClelland said, “Community 
pharmacy is playing an increasingly significant role in the improvement of health and 
wellbeing in communities across Europe. This exhibition demonstrates some of the 
inspiring work conducted by pharmacists over the last 50 years. 
 
During her visit to the Brussels, Dr McClelland took the opportunity to meet three British 
MEPs, each with an interest in Public Health. Dr McClelland met Jim Nicholson (Ulster 
Conservative and Unionist), Linda McAvan (Labour) and Marina Yannakoudakis 
(Conservative). Dr McClelland particularly focused discussion on the issue of counterfeit 



medicines being purchased over the internet, an issue she considers to be insufficiently 
addressed by the current Pharmaceutical Package of legislation before the European 
Parliament.. 
 
“ I was pleased to realise that all three MEPs were aware of the concerns relating to 
counterfeit medicine and they are all supportive of greater controls and improved 
consumer education on the dangers such medications pose. I also welcome the interest 
the MEPs showed in the contribution Pharmacy has made to the welfare of society.”   
 
”Over the next months I hope to meet other MEPs with an interest in pharmacy so that I 
can press again the case of Pharmacists throughout Europe as well as raise issues that 
effect patient and the public.”   
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For further information  
Please contact  

 
Mark Neale, Head of Public Affairs, PSNI,  

028 90267932 or 07854004884 
Editor’s Notes 
 
 

1. Dr Kate McClelland is currently head of the British delegation to the Pharmacy 
Group in the European Union. Kate is a community pharmacist in Magheraberry 
Co Antrim 

 
2. Jim Nicholson is one of the three Northern Ireland MEPs and is a substitute 

member of the European Parliament’s Environment, Public Health & Food Safety 
Committee 

 
3. Linda McAvan is a Labour MEP for Yorkshire and Humberside and is a member 

of the European Parliament’s Environment, Public Health & Food Safety 
Committee 

 
4. Marina Yannakoudakis is a Conservative MEP for London and servers on the 

European Parliament’s Environment, Public Health & Food Safety Committee 
 

5. The PGEU poster exhibition of the work of community pharmacy in Europe  ran 
from 16 Nov until 20 Nov in the  precincts of the European Parliament Brussels  

 
6. JPEGs of Photographs are available  

 
 



 
 

Dr Kate McClelland with Linda McAvan MEP 
On her recent visit to the European Parliament 
 
 

 
 
Dr Kate McClelland with Marina Yannakadoukis MEP 
On her recent visit to the European Parliament 
 
 


