John McCallister MLA, Carmel Hanna MLA, Stephen Churton
(president of the RPSGB, Raymond Anderson (President of
Pharmaceutical Society of NI) and Sandra Gidley MP

Tuesday, 23 June 2009

Sandra Gidley MP, Liberal Democrat MP for Romsey, and the only qualified pharmacist in the
Westminster Parliament, was the guest speaker at the Pharmaceutical Society of Northern
Ireland’s annual Fellows Dinner. The event was held in the Long Gallery, Parliament Buildings,

Stormont on Tuesday 23 June.

After the presentation of Fellowships to Dr Colin Adair and Prof David Woolfson Ms Gidley

addressed the assembled audience.

In a wide ranging speech Ms Gidley stressed the importance of pharmacists playing their full role
in the development of the profession. Emphasising the importance of devolution, she encouraged
members of the Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland to make their voices heard both at

the Northern Ireland Assembly and in Parliament.
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Commenting on a current campaign to end the criminalisation of pharmacists for single
dispensing errors Ms Gidley encouraged pharmacists to write to their MPs and to join the battle to
have the law changed. Whilst she welcomed some recent developments in the campaign,
including the opening of formal discussions between the Department of Health (London) and the
Crown Prosecution Service (England and Wales) to resolve the problem, she reiterated the need
for an all embracing solution that would encompass England, Scotland, Wales and Northern

Ireland.

Ms Gidley supported the published proposals for the future of the Pharmaceutical Society of
Northern Ireland particularly the suggestion of a Professional Forum. “Pharmacists must become
outward looking, promote their profession in Northern Ireland and seek more influence in the
setting and delivery of the new enhanced health agenda.” Ms Gidley further commented
“Pharmacists must get stuck into the work ahead, working to the day when Northern Ireland
pharmacists will be in control of their own destiny” One example of where Ms Gidley believed
Northern Ireland should have been able to use its influence was in relation to the Responsible
Pharmacist Regulations. She criticised the decision to impose the Responsible Pharmacist
regulation on Northern Ireland even though all respondents to the Responsible Pharmacist

Consultations from Northern Ireland were opposed.

Concluding her speech, Ms Gidley used the analogy of Dame Mary Peters, encouraging
pharmacists in Northern Ireland to “clear the hurdles, run the races and face the challenges to
ensure that Pharmacy in Northern Ireland retains and enhances its role in the future Health Care

of Northern Ireland”.

ENDS

For further information please contact Mark Neale, Head of Public Affairs at the Pharmaceutical
Society of Northern Ireland, on 02890 267932 or 07854 004884

mark.neale@psni.org.uk

EDITORS NOTES:

1. High resolution jpg photographs of the event are available from Mark Neale through the
contact details above.

2. Sandra Gidley has been the Liberal Democrat Member of Parliament for Romsey since
2000 and is a shadow health spokesperson for her Party. A qualified pharmacist, she
became a fellow of the Royal Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain in 2008. Sandra
took her Bachelor of Pharmacy degree at the University of Bath in 1978, and worked as a

pharmacist and pharmacy manager from 1990 to 2000.
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