Fellow’s Dinner 13th June 2008.
My Lord, Fellows of the Society, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen.

Tonight we gather to celebrate the conferring of a Fellowship upon Professor Sean Gorman, Head of the School of Pharmacy at QUB and also a member of the Council of the Society. We also celebrate the work of members of our profession who have been on our register for 50 years.
While considering what to say to you this evening I thought it would be good to look back at these years which correspond with our celebrations tonight and end with some speculations about the future. 

This year marks the 60th Anniversary of the National Health Service. Established in 1948 Aneurin “Nye” Bevin MP based his original dream on the desperate need for free healthcare in the post war years. In Northern Ireland the new free health service was introduced in parallel by the Minister for health and Local Government, William Grant. The dispensary system was done away with, along with the separate private hospital administrations and the Poor Law was replaced by the Northern Ireland General Health Service Board and the Hospitals Authority.
Many changes have taken place over the years since 1948 and continue to take place at an almost unprecedented rate. Most recently the Minister of Health has just concluded his consultations for the health service for the 21st century. As pharmacists there are many new opportunities to be grasped but there are also threats as in any period of change. The role of the pharmacist has changed, is changing and will continue to change as we seek to meet the health needs of the population. There are challenges facing the Pharmaceutical Society in relation to Regulation and Representation and the issue of Agenda for Change in the hospitals is causing problems with recruitment and retention. The new Community Pharmacy contract needs to address the issue of serving an ageing population who require more medication and services for chronic conditions at a time when family and community ties are being lost.
These challenges are probably nothing new to our 50 year registrants who registered with the Society in 1958. The practice of pharmacy was different then and yet at its heart it had the same guiding principle, delivering high quality care to those in need. Most pharmacies or “Chemists” were personally owned and most pharmacists would have lived close to, or in the neighbourhood they served, always at the beck and call of those in need. Medicines were more often prepared on the premises at that time and this included the making of, suppositories, powders, emulsions, mixtures and pills. Today however we have medicines manufactured by an extremely sophisticated pharmaceutical industry which continues to break new ground in discovering cures for conditions not even known about in 1958. 
By the time Sean Gorman came on to the register of the Society it was 1978. I will leave it to Dr Morrow to give you the details of Professor Gorman’s work which has led to his receiving of a fellowship from the Society. However I must add my congratulations and thanks to Sean for all he has done for the profession. His influence goes far and wide and personally I have to say he has been a great encouragement to me over the years. He has always played with a straight bat and even after his accident last year he always remained positive in outlook. It is good to have Eithne with us this evening along with their son Kevin (a computer scientist) and their daughter Fiona (a doctor). I note no Pharmacists, I wonder why !!  Anyway I trust you all enjoy your evening with us and Sean I’m glad you could leave the golf course for an evening!!
Moving on to 1998 it was the year of the Belfast Agreement and the return of Devolution, or should I say the start of the return, which now, after a number of years, seems to  be bedding down, with our  MLA’s beginning the task of legislating for the province. Health is an area which has been fully devolved to the Assembly and it is therefore important for the Pharmaceutical Society to be engaging with our elected representatives and officials. Again I will leave this topic to our guest speaker Lord Trimble to tell us more about his thoughts on what has been achieved and his vision for the Northern Ireland Assembly. 
Interestingly 1998 was also the year Lord Trimble and John Hume were awarded the Noble Peace prize. 

Today we are celebrating the achievements of those who have served the profession above and beyond the call.  We have a working Assembly, political violence is in the past and Pharmacy as a profession is moving up the political agenda. For those celebrating 50 years on the register, at the start of their careers they would not have had any idea that 50 years later computers and electronic devices would change the way we all practice. Changes which include

Patient records being held in Pharmacies

Pharmacist’s prescribing in their own right

Electronic transmission of prescriptions

The information highway and all the positives and negatives this brings

The range of medicines and medical devices now available to practitioners

I could go on as the list is quite exhaustive, however we do need to look to the future and see what challenges lie ahead and how the profession will rise to meet the changing needs.

In 2018, the underlying principles will still be central to practice, delivering a quality service to those in need. However, with the increasing use of medicines keeping people well, active and with a high quality of life, the role of managing patient’s medicines and their associated conditions such as, Hypertension, Cardiovascular Disease, Asthma, Diabetes and COPD needs to be reviewed. At present our medical colleagues spend a considerable amount of their time reviewing patients who have been clinically diagnosed and may simply need adjustments to medication to keep their condition under control. Medication is the Pharmacists raison-d-etre. We have trained for 5 years in the knowledge of their actions, side effects, contra-indications, warnings, dosages and precautions and therefore have a central role to play in the achieving of outcomes for patients. My old professor, Prof D’Arcy saw this back in the 70’s and was suggesting in the future medical practitioners would be clinically diagnosing a patient’s condition and passing the management of this on to their pharmacist colleagues. In a Health Service were we need to make the best use of the skills available I can see this role becoming central to our profession and allowing our medical colleagues to use their clinical skills better for the benefit of their patients. 
At a recent PGEU conference in Helsinki Flora Georgio-Gerlach from the DG Information Society talked about how IT and communication technologies were changing health care across the EU. An example of this was the shortage of Radiologists in Sweden was being addressed using tele-consultations with specialists in Spain and Denmark. 
Dr Barbo Westerholm of AGE, a patient’s forum, talked of aging populations with multiple morbidities and complicated drug regimes. Her proposal was there should be less prescribing for symptoms and more rigorous diagnosis. This linked in with Dr Kamal Midha from FIP who spoke of the shift to collaborative partnerships with patients that would make a difference in the delivery of healthcare.

Access to medicines and health advice will continue to be important. There is a growing amount of information available to patients particularly via the world wide web. In ten years time this will be no less than today and will inevitably be greater, however disseminating this information by patients can be difficult and the role of the health professional will be to help in the understanding of this. Information does not equate to knowledge and our knowledge as pharmacists will be essential to help patients understand their medicines. This is happening in many sectors with the move to a knowledge based economy.
Other areas of service will continue to grow. Self treatment of conditions is set to continue and certainly in community pharmacy access to both medicines and advice will be central to our service. Promoting public health and being seen as a true “healthy living centre” or walk in centre” were the public have the confidence in the service will be key to the future role of pharmacy in the community.
In hospital, Pharmacists being included in the team of professionals treating patients will be an underlying part of the service. The success of the integrated medicines management process has highlighted the need for pharmacists to be involved at every stage of the patient’s journey through hospital and this will continue to be part of a quality service protecting patients from risk.
Prescribing by pharmacists will also be a key development over the next 10 years. It has taken 150 years to regain this role after surrendering it to our medical colleagues back in the 19th century. The first pharmacist Independent prescribers’ have qualified in NI and are now practising in various situations both in primary and secondary care adding both value and choice to patients. While moving into new areas of practice is a challenge and benefit, it is important not to loose the benefits of the old, getting the balance right is important. 

The role of genetics and gernomics, genetic profiling and genetic testing is only beginning and how this will translate into practice has yet to be developed. As a profession we need to working closely with others to ensure the profession is helping to develop methods for delivery of services which will help protect the public and bring benefit to those in need
Many things may change before 2018, and certainly economics and the new energy costs will help define how the next ten years develop. Pharmacists though, as I have said, are used to change and challenges and it is my belief that as a profession we will continue to be central to delivering health benefits to the people of Northern Ireland for many years to come.
Thank you for coming this evening and joining with us in our celebration of what is best in our profession.
I trust you will enjoy the rest of the evening

It is now my great pleasure to introduce our guest speaker this evening, Lord Trimble…………………………

