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If you would like to comment on EDACT’s Action Plan 2009 -2011 please complete the
following template and return to EDACT at 1 Cromac Quay, Gas Works, Ormeau
Road, Belfast BT7 2JD or email: info@edact.org by Tuesday 29 ™ July 2008

Name: Richard Price

Organisation: Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland
Address: 73 University Street, Belfast, BT7 1HL
Telephone: 02890 267 933

Email: richard.price@psni.org.uk




Adults and the General Public

NSD Reducing illicit drug use

Priorities Targeting those at risk and vulnerable
Addressing binge drinking

EDACT Ensure that those most vulnerable to substance misuse have access to

Objective 1 | interventions at the earliest opportunity
(EDACT would welcome views on which adult groups sh ould be
prioritised see page 2).

Comment
The Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland supports this objective.
EDACT should consider the use of community pharmacists within
programmes of early intervention and ensure its regional training
programme for Primary Care Staff includes pharmacists within its scope.

EDACT Provide a range of treatment and support services for alcohol and drug

Objective 2 | users and their families

Comment
The Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland supports this objective.
EDACT should be mindful of research demonstrating the value of
pharmacy as a setting for screening and brief intervention. For example,
the results of a study by King’s College London in 2005 demonstrated
that high-street pharmacists could help people to reduce their alcohol
intake by 10%"
The ability of pharmacies to provide formal referral of patients to drug
treatment services is an important area for development.

General

Comments | EDACT should liaise with organisations such as the Building Community

Pharmacy Partnership, and the Pharmaceutical Society of Northern
Ireland in terms of how to make better use of the skills of the pharmacy
workforce in tackling drug and alcohol dependence.

! http://www.prnewswire.co.uk/cgi/news/release?id=154487
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Young People

NSD
Priorities

Addressing under-age drinking

Targeting those at-risk and vulnerable

Tackling alcohol and drug related anti-social behav ~ iour
Reducing illicit drug use

EDACT
Objective 3

To support the provision of universal prevention and targeted education
initiatives for children, young people and their parents in schools and the
community

Comments

The Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland supports this objective.

EDACT should consider the potential role of pharmacists in education
initiatives. For example, a number of projects within the Building
Community Pharmacy Partnership have offered “Back to School” training
and education for school staff and parents on children’s health issues.

EDACT
Objective 4

Provide a range of early intervention and treatment and support services
for children, young people and their families

Comments

The Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland supports this objective.

The Society believes there is scope for pharmacy to play a greater role

in early intervention and treatment and refers EDACT to the recent report
by Margaret Watson and Alison Blenkinsopp “Community pharmacy and
alcohol-misuse services: a review of policy and practice”

However, as the report makes clear, to deliver brief interventions,
pharmacists and their staff will need training in communication skills,
including specific techniques for changing behaviour, and in the use of
appropriate interventions for alcohol misuse.

General
Comments

Pharmacy is well placed to treat particular social cohorts identifiable as
at risk of drug and alcohol dependence. Pharmacists are located on the
high street and are available to members of the public without an
appointment.

Service User Involvement




NSD Promoting good practice

Priorities
EDACT Increase service user involvement in the planning and delivery of
Objective 5 | substance misuse services
Comments

The Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland supports this objective.
General The Society recommends EDACT work to include pharmacy as a

Comments | potential venue for treatment for certain service users. This will help
towards delivering accessible services, as pharmacies often have longer
opening hours than other primary care facilities, and may be more
conveniently located for the service user.




Communities

NSD Addressing community issues

Priorities

EDACT Support local community groups and organisations to respond to drug and

Objective | alcohol related issues appropriately
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Comments
The Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland supports this objective.
The Society refers EDACT to the valuable work completed by the Building
Community Pharmacy Partnership in Foyle Haven with street drinkers.
http://www.cdhn.org/bcpp/projects/viewdetails.asp?projectiD=94

EDACT Facilitate local strategic planning and information sharing

Objective
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Comments
The Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland supports this objective.
Information sharing between GPs and other primary care practitioners can
be important in aspects of treatment for alcohol and drug misuse as well
as enabling pharmacists to best make inputs to treatment decisions.

EDACT Support local initiatives tackling alcohol and drug misuse through

Objective | EDACT’s Small Grants Scheme
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Comments | The Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland supports this objective
and recommends EDACT liaise closely with the BCPP in relation to
existing and successful initiatives that might be considered for
reinforcement, replication or extension.

General The EHSSB maintains a publicly available list of all pharmacies in the

Comments | Eastern Board area which provide specialist support e.g. smoking

cessation services.

A similar list of pharmacies, and other outlets where support for alcohol
and drug misuse can be provided would assist in developing community
access to the services, and for community groups and leaders in knowing
where to direct people.




Workforce

NSD Workforce Development

Priorities

EDACT Implement a four tier workforce development plan to improve the skills of
Objective 9 | those working with alcohol and drug users

Comments

The Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland supports this objective.

The Society encourage EDACT to publicise the availability of these
training opportunities to the pharmacy profession

General

Comments | EDACT may wish to liaise with the Director of Pharmaceutical Services
in the Eastern Health and Social Services Board and the Northern
Ireland Centre for Postgraduate Pharmaceutical Education and Training
(NICPPET) in terms of how best to develop the pharmacy workforce to

play a full role in successfully tackling alcohol and drug misuse in the
Eastern Health Board area.




Hidden Harm

NSD Reducing illicit drug use

Priorities Targeting those at risk and vulnerable
Addressing binge drinking

EDACT Ensure that information, support and treatment services are available

Objective 10 | to families affected by substance misuse

Comments
Community and hospital pharmacies have long served a role in
providing informative literature to the public on various health services
available and could certainly support EDACT’s objective of ensuring
that information is available to families affected by substance misuse.

General

Comments EDACT should consider whether community pharmacy could be

encouraged as a resource centre for children to seek advice in regard
to a parent’s drug or alcohol misuse. This could provide a means of
achieving Hidden Harm'’s goal of reducing the impact of drugs and
alcohol on the lives of children and young people.




Overarching

NSD Promoting good practice

Priorities Reducing illicit drug use
Addressing community issues
Addressing under-age drinking

EDACT Keep the sector informed of the latest alcohol and drug news, trends,

Objective 11 | research and availability of services

Comments
The Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland supports this objective.
EDACT should consider a distinct communications plan for
professionals in the pharmacy sector.
Information received by pharmacists in Northern Ireland includes the
Ulster Chemists Review, Pharmacy in Focus, the Pharmaceutical
Society of Northern Ireland newsletter, and the Building Community
Pharmacy Partnership e-bulletin.

EDACT Work collaboratively with other key stakeholders responsible for

Objective 12

addressing substance misuse

Comments
The Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland supports this objective
and looks forward to being kept informed of the Programme’s progress.
General
Comments




NSD Developing effectiveness indicators for treatment
Priorities

EDACT Assess the impact of services funded to implement the NSD
Objective 13

Comments
The Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland supports this objective

General
Comments
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Comments

Please include here any other comments you would li ke to make

The Society consider there are potential linkages between specialist services provided
by community pharmacy (e.g. smoking cessation services) and mooted extensions of
community pharmacy’s role in combating drug and alcohol addiction. The Society
believes the recognition amongst the public of pharmacy as a centre of public health
services is growing, as are the skillsets of individual pharmacists in this regard. The
Society recommends EDACT builds on this momentum by giving strong consideration
to the role of pharmacy in achieving the organisation’s objectives.

Equality, Good Relations and Human Rights

An initial screening exercise has been undertaken for equality, good relations and
human rights on this Action Plan. If you have any additional comments or concerns on
the information contained within this document please record your comments below:
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