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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Tuesday, 13th June 2008 
 

Pharmaceutical Society honours Professor  Gorman 

 

 

Ms Anne Bowen, Vice President, Prof Sean Gorman, Fellow of the Pharmaceutical 
Society of Northern Ireland, Mr Raymond Anderson, President, Lord Trimble, guest 

speaker. 

 
On Friday 13 June 2008 the Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland 
honoured one of its’  longstanding members professor Sean Gorman by 
conferring on his the honour of being a fellow of the Society. 
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In the citation given by Dr Norman Morrow, Chief Pharmacist for Northern 
Ireland highlighted Prof Gorman’s achievements and commitment to 
pharmacy education both in Northern Ireland and worldwide. 
 
“Through Sean Gorman’s contribution to the pharmaceutical profession and 
healthcare practise, particularly through his commitment to education and 
research, he is highly respected among his peers throughout the world, and 
in such a small place as Northern Ireland he has helped to make us 
conspicuous on the international pharmacy map." 
 

Dr Terry Maguire, a Past President of the Society commented “Suave, 
sophisticated, charming and debonair, Sean Gorman could be mistaken for 
the exact opposite of a dusty, nutty Professor. Sean was one of the architects 
who envisioned the development of our School of Pharmacy from the 
smallest school in the UK, in the 1970s, to what it is today; one of the UK’s 
largest, and arguably its best, both for its fierce academic reputation and its 
teaching excellence.”  

Prof Gorman currently holds the Chair in Pharmaceutical Microbiology and 
is Head of the School of Pharmacy at Queen’s University. 

As an author Prof Gorman has been prolific, with over 250 publications, as a 
conference speaker he is in demand worldwide and his expertise is valued on 
several pharmacy organizations including the British Pharmacopoeia 
Commission Panel of Experts. He is married to Eithne with a son Kevin and 
a daughter Fiona. 

Mr Raymond Anderson, President of the Society, summed up the esteem in 
which Prof Gorman is held, “ It is a great pleasure and an honour for the 
Society to count Sean Gorman as a Fellow and it is our pleasure to award 
him one of our highest accolades and we are delighted to honour him in this 
way” . 

In reply, Prof Gorman said “ I am very proud to be a member of the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland and to be made a Fellow of the 
Society I view as a great honour. I am very delighted to have been honoured 
this evening and to have my family with me. There are many within Queens 
University and the Society who have helped me over the years and to each I 
am most grateful”   

Prof Gorman was nominated for a Fellowship by the Dr Mike Mawhinney of 
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the Pharmacy Inspectorate and the nomination was supported by the Chief 
Pharmacist and Dr Maguire. 

 

Ends 

 

For further information please contact Mark Neale, Head of Public Affairs at the 

Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland, on 02890 267932 or 07854 004884 

mark.neale@psni.org.uk 
 

Editors notes: 
 

Sean Gorman holds the Chair in Pharmaceutical Microbiology and is Head of the School of Pharmacy, 
Queen’s University Belfast. Professor Gorman established the Medical Devices Group within the School of 
Pharmacy in 1989 to examine the problems besetting medical devices and implants. His prime focus is the 
development of biocompatible, bioactive and biomimetic biomaterials resistant to bacterial infection. The 
Medical Devices Group has ongoing fundamental and developmental research programmes associated with 
devices in urology, cardiology, respiratory, orthopaedic and ophthalmic areas and receives funding from 
the UK research councils, major Charities, Government and the international medical device industry. 
Professor Gorman is a founder and director of two university-based medical device companies, Xiomateria 
Ltd. and Carapacics Ltd., both of which have won start-up funding through Department of Trade & 
Industry SMART awards. His collaboration with clinicians and the medical device industries has led to a 
Medical Polymers Research Institute (MPRI) being established through substantial funding from the EU to 
provide assistance to the medical device industry.  

He is the author of more than 250 publications and is co-editor of the textbooks ‘Microbial Biofilms: 
Formation and Control’  and ‘Pharmaceutical Microbiology’  reflecting both the fundamental and applied 
sides to his research. Professor Gorman has presented keynote lectures in both Europe and the US. He is a 
member of several bodies including the Pharmaceutical Society (NI), the NI Committee for Postgraduate 
Pharmaceutical Education & Training, the American College of Clinical Pharmacy, several editorial boards 
and of the British Pharmacopoeia Commission Panel of Experts in Microbiology. Professor Gorman is also 
a member of the UK Research Assessment Exercise (RAE) 2008 Pharmacy Panel and of the EPSRC Peer 
Review College. 

 


